I. God’s first priority:   to love God with all our heart 

Matt. 22:36 “Teacher, which is the great commandment in the law?”

Vs. 37 “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind. 38’This is the first and great commandment. 39 “And the second is like it: You shall love your neighbor as yourself. 40 “On these two commandments hang all the Law and the Prophets.

Jesus is answering the question using Deut. 6:4,5 Read vs. 1-9

Deut. 4:21-31  30:1-6,10 

A. The first commandment is the primary thing with which God is concerned. That is precisely what the Holy Spirit is saying to the Church worldwide, everyday in every season. 

B. The first commandment: Loving God with all our heart is the first thing to God and the prophetic Church. Loving God is a glorious end in itself. 

II. Why is the commandment to love the first commandment? 
A. Because God is love, therefore all that comes from Him will be             rooted in love or have the mark of love. Because God is love all that He does and all of His movements will be marked by love.

B. Because this is what God wanted all along, voluntary love.

C. Because it would be easy for us to not make it first.

III. Four areas of love

       A. with all of your heart---- passion
       B. all of your soul---- love focused in your will and decision making

Change your emotions by changing what you put in your mind, decide to fill your mind with the truth about God. If we give place to the word we will have an encounter with the same word that created all in Gen. 1

       C. mind---- meditation, focus your mind on things above, renew it
       D. With all your strength---- Money, gifting, resource

· Great is not the same as first, first speaks of priority and great speaks of content. Great for the human heart. The commandment is two fold, it is the #1 priority for us and #2 it is the greatest thing for us, its content.

· First speaks of the part that the Lord receives from us- great speaks of the part that is for us
· The second commandment is like it, it’s not the first, it’s not the fifth or sixth it is the second
· Western Christianity is a consumer driven religion, and in the west it is easy to get the commandments out of order. If the first commandment is not first place, then all else is out of place

· You can not function right apart from a whole hearted pursuit of God

· We were created by a passionate Creator to be a passionate person, we are trying to run on everything but the first commandment

· Counseling rooms are full of Christians trying to run on something other then the first commandment. Their lives are broken and can not be fixed apart from the first commandment.
· Many are depressed and barren because they are not pursuing the first commandment.
· Much of the church has taken on the job of keep people entertained instead of leading them into a life rooted in the first commandment.
· Hardship and trial makes more since when we are living in the first commandment. Apart from the first commandment life can be tragic and nearly unbearable. Rom. 8:28
· The great supply for life is the first commandment, if it is not first place then breakdown and burnout will happen
IV. A few proofs that the first commandment my not be first place.

· Compromise and disobedience

· The second commandment isn’t happening well

· Prayerlessness

· Lack of service

· Overwhelmed by trials

· Lack of vision or direction

· Burnout 

If the things listed above are happening in our life in a regular way it means that we have given our heart to something other then the first commandment. Spiritual idolatry. 

A. The Church of Ephesus was a great revival center in the early Church         (Acts 19-20). Yet, they lost the freshness of their love for Jesus. They became workers for God more than lovers of God. Lovers will always out work the workers. Service without the foundation of extravagant devotion leads to burn out, disappointment, and wounding. Thus, the service is not sustained over decades.

1 To the…church of Ephesus write, 2 "I know your works…3 you have persevered and have…labored for My name's sake and have not become weary. 4 Nevertheless I have this against you, that you have left your first love. 5 Remember therefore from where you have fallen; repent…or else I will come to you quickly and remove your lampstand... (Rev. 2:1-5) 

Our relationship with Jesus is one of active intimacy. It is a present tense reality. Cultivating a responsive heart of extravagant devotion to Jesus takes time and effort. It is something that we do deliberately and not something we cultivate on the run. Intimacy will not fall into your lap, your good intentions are not enough, we must be diligent. Not a diligence to be loved by God but a diligence to grow in our love for God.

We must consciously cultivate a spiritual atmosphere on our hearts in a way in which we are responsive to God (in the present tense) with wholehearted love. This can not be casual, it must be intentional. Whole heartedness will not fall into your lap. 

3 I am afraid, lest as the serpent deceived Eve by his craftiness, your minds should be led astray from the simplicity and purity of devotion to Christ. (2 Cor 11:3, NAS)

Paul’s exhortation is to validate the wisdom of a lifestyle of sustained focus of devotion to God. God esteems, remembers and rewards this, although the world calls it weak and foolish. 

27 God has chosen the (so called) foolish things of the world to put to shame the wise, and…the (so called) weak things of the world to put to shame the… mighty… (1 Cor. 1:27) 

This exhortation is a call to renew our hearts to that which we know. It is common to lose our freshness in our love relationship with Jesus. This call can be jaded and subtly reduced to just language about being extravagantly devoted. Do you remember the spiritual romance when you first heard the call to extravagant devotion? The Lord wants that freshness to return to us. 

1 I write to you this second epistle…I stir up your pure minds by way of reminder…(2 Pet. 3:1) 

People of extravagant devotion ask the Lord the right question. Our question must be “What is the most that God will enable me to give Him? We do not want to ask “What is the minimum that is required of me? What can I get by with?” We desire to go beyond the minimum requirement of salvation. Share a comment about spiritual currency. 

9 For the eyes of the LORD run to and fro throughout the whole earth, to show Himself strong on behalf of those whose heart is loyal to Him. (2 Chr. 16:9) 

John 14:15 “If you love me, keep My commandments.”

John 14:28 …..if you loved Me you would rejoice…
 Mature love for God is what empowers us to walk in obedience, if the first commandment is not first place then the commandments become burdensome. A lover of God will always love His word, love His commandments and love to serve.
The best spouse, parent or friend that you can be is one who is aggressively pursuing the first commandment. 

What if we invested our money, time and energy in such away that we brought people into the first commandment?

The first commandment will be first place all through out the church before the Lord returns. Jn 17:26
