Background on Mary and Martha
I. introduction

A. There is much to glean from the story of Mary of Bethany. I am presently stirred by two realities concerning her story. First, I am provoked by Jesus’ directive that wherever His gospel is preached her story must also be included with it. (Mk 14:9). Secondly, I am stirred by the fact that Mary had a choice, the same choice that all the people around Jesus had. Mary of Bethany’s story is significant to us not only because of her personal extravagant devotion but also because she operated in a forerunner spirit in partnering with Jesus’ leadership. She saw where Jesus was going and partnered with Him “beforehand.”

B. It is not an accident that the ONLY two individuals commended by Jesus for their devotion are Mary of Bethany and John the Baptist. Both of them are primarily described as ones who heard Jesus’ words and personalized them. Additionally, both of them operated in a forerunner spirit in preparing the way for the unusual activity (leadership) of Jesus.  Jesus commended the faith of two Gentiles (Syro-Phoenician woman in Matt 15:28 and the centurion in Matt 8:10) for believing. It was amazing that they believed. They did not have the scriptures, were not looking for a Messiah, and yet they believed. The lives of Mary and John are set forth as examples of personal extravagant devotion (“I love You”) and partnership with Jesus’ leadership ‘before’ it is fully manifest (“I will partner with You”).

C. Mary is described on three occasions in Scripture. She was a young single woman who was not mentioned in the Book of Acts or in Church history. She had no known public ministry and was unknown in the courts of men during her lifetime, yet she was known in the courts of heaven.

1. Mary’s Choice to Hear Jesus’ Words (One Thing) - Luke 10:38-42

2. Mary’s Trust in Jesus’ Delay - John 11:28-35

3. Mary’s Extravagant Worship - Matt 26:6-13; Mark 14:3-9; John 12:1-8

D. In all 3 occasions the Holy Spirit highlights her as sitting at the feet of Jesus (Lk. 10:39; Jn. 11:32; 12:3) and hearing His word. In 2 of the 3 occasions Mary is criticized by others and is never described as defending herself (Luke 10:40; Matt 26:8).

II. Background

A. One reason why this story is so important is that we discover that it is not just apostles and church leaders that are important to the Lord’s heart in shaping history. Everyone can relate to Martha, Mary, and Lazarus. The Scripture sets them forth as having no special gifting, impact, mission, or leadership, but they captured the heart of Jesus and so can we.
B. We can assume that the parents of Martha, Mary, and Lazarus passed away leaving Martha the house (Lk. 10:38) and Mary a costly flask of perfume (Mk. 14:3) as their inheritance.

C. Mary was single-hearted. She developed a paradigm of living before an audience of One. She was deeply connected to one Man—Jesus (unmoved by criticism, etc.). Mary had a vision to be an extravagant worshiper of God. Somewhere, it connected to her that SHE “could do this,” She lived her life in this posture at His feet, hearing and responding to His word.

D. Mary Heard Jesus’ Word - Mary desired to hear the Word in as much as it empowered her to love (vs. arguments, facts, etc.). We want to hear His Word in a way that causes us to receive His love and empowers our heart to love Him in return.

III. Observations from John 11:1-40 about Mary and Martha

 Jn 11:1 Lazarus, Martha and Mary are brother and sisters. It’s the village of      Martha       and Mary, scholars say the little town was destroyed by the Romans long before John   wrote this letter. 

Vs. 2 is a parenthetical statement, the story must have been around about Mary and here John is saying …. Mary, you know the one who anointed the Lord

Vs. 3 The one whom you love

Vs. 5 is the same, Jesus loved this family, they are not mentioned in Acts, they don’t seem to have a ministry and they don’t seem to be people of importance.

Vs. 20 Martha goes out to confront the Lord

Vs. 21 Martha confronts Jesus; she disagrees with the way Jesus has chosen to lead.

Vs 22 Martha knows that Jesus is heard by His Father

Vs 24 Martha states a biblical fact as it relates to her brother

Vs 27 Martha knows Jesus and knows who He is but she is cold in her relationship with Him

Vs 29 Notice the contrast between Martha and Mary, Mary was in the House, she did not feel the need to go out and speak to the Lord but when He asks for her she goes right away.

 ( Don’t we all want to be able to respond to the Lords voice while in the midst of personal hardship)

Vs 32 Mary is at the feet of Jesus, says the exact same thing as Martha but while on her knees at the feet of Jesus, totally different heart posture.

Vs 39 Martha seems to question the Lords leadership again. Martha questions and confronts and Mary is quit.

IV. Observations from Luke 10:38-42 about Mary and Martha
this is 3 to 4 months before Jesus’ death, therefore 3 to 4 months before Jn 11 above
Vs 38 It is the home of Martha

Vs 39 Mary is seated at the feet of Jesus listening to His words (NKJV and heard His word)

Vs 40 Martha was distracted with much serving, she confronts the Lord, she thinks that he has the same kind of heart that she does, disagrees with His leadership and then tells Him what He ought to do

Vs 41 with a voice of compassion Jesus points out Martha’s problem, worry and bothered about many things. Like Matt. 13:22 Mat 13:22  Now he who received seed among the thorns is he who hears the word, and the cares of this world and the deceitfulness of riches choke the word, and he becomes unfruitful. 

Vs 42 but only one thing is needed, Mary choose the good part, which shall not be taken from her

