"the house of God, which is the church of the living God, the pillar and the ground of the truth." (I Tim 3:15). 
"I am the Truth...," He said, implying that truth is more than a sum of right answers. It is not something to have at all but something, first and above all else, to be. "I am...the truth, and...no one comes to the Father but by me." (John. 14:6 RSV

I. Beloved, I pray that in all respects you may prosper and be in good health, just as your soul prospers. For I was very glad when brethren came and bore witness to your truth, that is, how you are walking in truth. I have no greater joy than this, to hear of my children walking in the truth. (III Jn: 2-4 NAS). 
· Of all the things that could possibly describe our relationship to truth, why did John choose walking? And what is it about walking in truth that causes John his greatest joy?
· Walking is part of almost everything we do, whether we are walking to the refrigerator, or to the pulpit. There is hardly a word more inclusive, or, therefore, more appropriate to describe the conduct of our lives than "walking."
Choice by choice, moment by moment, one's abiding in truth or untruth is being determined.
It is possible to know the truth yet not walk in it,… and the truth is really in us, and we in it,…. only to the degree that we actually walk in it. 

II. Express Truth in All Things 
The Amplified Bible renders a statement of Paul's from Ephesians like this: "Let our lives lovingly express truth in all things, speaking truly, dealing truly, living truly" (Eph 4:15 Amplified). Few statements capture the meaning of walking in truth so well.

· . It hardly occurs to us that truth is meant to pervade and express itself through every aspect of our lives, in all things, nor does it occur that each of our lives is a single whole through which truth should be expressed.
· By confining truth to a small verbal, doctrinal part of our lives, we condemn ourselves to being fragmented and full of internal opposition and contradictions, which is to say, we condemn ourselves to being untrue.
· Truth, because it is foremost a quality of life, a living spirit, requires a life through which to express itself. Truth must be lived, or it will cease to be truth.
· Do we want truth to drop like a plumb line into every area of our lives, revealing as well as righting every inconsistency? Do we want every false and deceptive thing removed so that we might speak truly, deal truly, and live truly?
Truth, like God, will not force itself upon us. It will penetrate only so far as we let it, and we will let it live in us only as much as we desire it, and desire to walk in it. 
III. Silver-Plated Christians

· Are we true to the core?

· What do we sound like when we hit the ground?

· What comes out of us when we’re squeezed from the outside?

IV. David’s Deception

· II sam. 12:5-7

A considerable time elapsed between David's sin and the day Nathan confronted him. Why did God allow David to go on in his sin? The answer lies in David's own heart and in what he needed to see in himself. He presumably continued in the day-to-day activity as Israel's king, not to mention in his daily relationship with Bathsheba. How was that possible for him? David had been terribly unjust, yet his sin did not prevent him from discerning and responding with great indignation towards the injustice of the rich man in Nathan's story. David was a man passionately committed to justice, while at the same time he himself was being unjust. The fact is, we are often as quick and fervent in discerning error in others as David was in his anger towards the man in Nathan's story. We can be fervent "men of truth" outwardly, while inwardly living a lie about ourselves and not know it. When Nathan said, "Thou art the man," David saw the breach between the inner and outer man revealed. He saw an unjust heart in the midst of a burning zeal for justice. That is what made his repentance so profound and complete. 

· "You desire truth in the innermost parts" (Ps 51:6),
· God desires truth in the innermost being and wisdom in the hidden parts. If it is not there, we are false, despite all of our outward professions.

· Truth is spirit; it has to do primarily with our spirit, our heart, and our innermost being. To walk in truth is to walk in and by the Spirit of Truth.

· Does Christ,….. the truth….. live in us?

V. Words, Power, and Full Conviction

 Our gospel did not come to you in word only, but also in power and in the Holy Spirit and with full conviction; just as you know what kind of men we proved to be among you for your sake. (I Th 1:5 NAS).

· The apostle's words came in power because day by day his life was a demonstration of truth among those to whom he spoke
· He was true, and so the true words he spoke had power and full conviction.

To walk in God is to walk in truth, and others will experience Him in us only to the degree that we are actually walking in Him. 

There is a story about what once happened when Charles Finney toured a textile mill in New York State

VI. Outward Form vs. Inward Reality

· Seeing truth as a spirit to be walked in not only changes us individually, but also changes our whole understanding of what the Church is.

· When truth is seen as no more than a sum of truths to profess, the Church is seen as just a sum of individuals who all profess the same truths.

· The spiritual condition of the Church is not going to exceed the spiritual condition of its members.

· The Church ought, therefore, to be a haven and refuge from the hypocrisy and self-deceit of the world, the place to which truth-starved men and women can flee.

· A congregation, like an individual, can have an appearance of truth.

· God desires truth in the inward part. We need to begin to reckon truth as He does, which means according to our true spiritual condition and not our seeming, outward condition

